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Minutes of the 16th Annual General Meeting

held at the Korean KiWon, Canterbury, Sydney on October 2  1993, 5.30 pm

David Evans in the Chair.

1. Minutes of the 15th AGM 

The minutes had been distributed previously. Accepted
2 President’s report
The President , David Evans, reported on the year’s activities, noting the increase in attendance at tournaments which indicated that the Go scene was developing. The New Zealand – Australia match was extremely successful, and although the result was not favourable for Australia the event was clearly a very good thing for Go and was very enjoyable. Accepted
3. Secretary’s report
Correspondence: Newsletters from the American Go Association, the New Zealand Go Association and the French Go Association continue to be received.

Australia was invited to send a representative to the 2nd Yun Shao Cup, organised by the China Weiqi Association. This is an international tournament for amateur players of Chinese origin. Although we had very short notice to find a player for the tournament, which is to be held next week, we are able to send a representative: Mr Charles Zhou of Sydney. It seems likely this tournament will be a regular event; it is suggested that the Chinese Go playing community, particularly in Melbourne and Sydney, organise a tournament to choose a representative (who must be an Australian citizen of Chinese origin).

The report was accepted.

4. Treasurer’s report
The balance sheet prepared by David Bofinger was presented, showing a current balance of $799.03 after a modest surplus of $150. Current financial membership consists of the Canberra , Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney and the Sydney Korean Go Clubs, with 7 personal members; the Brisbane Go Club is expected to continue membership in due course.  The report was accepted.

5. Amendment of Credit Point System
Jim Bates proposed some amendments to the Credit Points system in the light of one year’s experience:

• participants in State Tournaments shall receive a Credit Points calculated at a percentage of those for the National tournament according to the total Dan strength of players present and the following table:


Total Dan strength 16 to 31

10%

                                          32 to 47               20%

                                          48 and above
30$

• the points shall be expressed in integers, multiplying existing points values by 100;.

• negative Credits will be appreciated at a rate of 10% each year

• Clarification of method of calculation of Credit Points: in all calculations points will be rounded to the nearest integer (10.4 rounds to 10, 10.5 rounds to 11); and the charge for the Australian representative, and any penalties incurred during the year, will be subtracted after depreciation/appreciation in any given year.

The amendments were accepted.
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6. Venue for next AGM and Open Championships
Melbourne confirmed its offer to host the 17th AGM and Championships. Brian Taylor was appointed Tournament Director. The date was discussed, with the Queen’s Birthday weekend being a possibility, although later in the year was preferred by some speakers (in view of the need to complete State Tournaments).

7. Election of Office Bearers
The following Office bearers were elected:


President: Sang Dae Hahn


Secretary: Neville Smythe


Treasurer: David Bofinger


Committee Members: David Evans, Jim Bates


Editor: Paul Clay

It was agreed that the Tournament Director for the following National Championships should be a Committee Member ex officio.

8. Other Business
Jim Bates proposed the appointment of a Grading Advisory Committee to attempt to provide benchmarks and thus more uniformity in the use of dan rankings in Australia, and possibly to liaise with New Zealand to provide a common system. This was agreed, with membership to be chosen by the AGA Committee. [added by Secretary 4 November: Jim Bates and Dae Hahn to initiate the Grading Advisory Committee]

A vote of thanks to outgoing President David Evans, and also to Paul Clay in appreciation of his work as Editor, and indeed to Neville Smythe and all the Committee members was passed.

Meeting closed at 6.45pm

